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Michigan school accountability system called 'strong’ in report
advising against letter grades

high school hallway

New research from the University of Southern California and North Carolina State University says Michigan's
school accountability system has strengths compared to other states. (File photo)

Brian Smith | bsmith11i@mlive.com By Brian Smith | bsmith11i@milive.com

Follow on Twitter

on November 05, 2013 at 12:01 PM, updated November 05, 2013 at 12:15 PM

LANSING -- A report from researchers at the University of Southern California and North Carolina State
University recommends states move away from the idea of A-F letter grades for schools as they design
accountability systems, and says Michigan's system has benefits,

The report, published in the journal Educational Researcher, evaluated accountability systems in the 42
states and the District of Columbia that have received waivers from federal "No Child Left Behind" rules.

The systems were judged based on transparency, reliability, fairness and "construct validity" -~ which the
authors describe as whether or not the systems cover the desired set of outcomes and inferences based on
results from the system are appropriate when classifying schools.

Michigan and Massachusetts-were recognized as having the strongest "construct validity" in the report
because their systems focus on performance in subjects other than math and language arts.

"States with systems among the strongest in construct validity include Massachusetts and Michigan -- each
uses subjects other than mathematics and ELA for accountability purposes, uses non-test-based measures
for priority and focus Classifications, and measures proficiency using points along the distribution, Michigan
also equally weights test results from mathematics, reading, writing, science, and social studies," the

authors wrote.

The portion of Michigan's system that determines "focus" schools based on a "performance gap" between
high-scoring and low-scoring students was also highlighted in the report as making the system fairer to

diverse schools.

The report recommends states avoid creating "composite measures” that aggregate accountability data into
a single value, as Michigan presently does with its color-coded system, and as a proposed A-F letter grading
system for the state would do.
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"To improve both transparency and construct validity of classification systems, states
should reevaluate the construction of composite measures and their use for identifying schools. While A-to-F
systems are, on the surface, transparent, the underlying design of these systems involves a great deal of

arbitrariness that makes it difficult for educators and parents to understand performance,” the authors state.

The chair of the House Education Committee, Rep. Lisa Posthumus Lyons (R-Alto), has introduced a bill
now pending before her committee that would repiace the state's accountability system with an A-F grading
system similar to one used in Florida. Hearings on that proposal are set for Tuesday and Wednesday.

Lyons has called Michigan's system "ambiguous and unclear for those unfamiliar with the ranking formula"
and claims the proposed letter grading system would "provide parents with a solid sense of the school's

performance.”

The Michigan State Board of Education and State Superintendent Mike Flanagan issued a joint statement
Tuesday morning opposing the Lyons proposal, saying replacing the accountability system "will only add

confusion and frustration to an already stressed system."

Brian Smith is the statewide education and courts reporter for MLive. Email him at bsmithi11@mlive.com

or follow him on Twitter or Facebook.

© 2013 MLive.com. All rights reserved.
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STATE OF MICHIGAN
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

RICK SNYDER LANSING MICHAEL P, FLANAGAN
GOVERNOR STATE SUPERINTENDENT

Joint Statement by State Board of Education and

Behind (NCLB) requirements; and now, an approved NCLB federal waiver into a unified
accountability system.

with legislators regarding important elements of any system, including simplicity and clarity; the use
of letter grades versus color-coding; and ensuring the system includes key factors like student growth
measures and multiple measures of student performance,

retained students. In addition, the SBE is concerned that House Bill 51 12 mandates an inflexible
accountability system that may not meet future federal requirements and reduces the flexibility
needed to develop long-term improvements,

should continue to reside with the Michigan Department of Education. The Department works to
continuously revise and improve its methodology, using experts, stakeholders and public comment to
ensure the system is fair and usefy] for Michigan students, families and educators.

change. The SBE welcomes the opportunity to work with the Legislature and al stakeholders on
ideas for improving Michigan's current accountability system, Replacing it will only add confusion
and frustration to an already stressed system.

This statement is individually agreed-to by all eight members of the State Board of Education
and State Superintendent Mike Flanagan.
November 5, 2013

STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

JOHN C. AUSTIN — PRESIDENT » CASANDRA E. ULBRICH — VICE PRESIDENT
DANIEL VARNER — SECRETARY « RICHARD Z2EILE — TREASURER
MICHELLE FECTEAU - NASBE DELEGATE » LUPE RAMOS-MONTIGNY
KATHLEEN N. STRAUS EILEEN LAPPIN WEISER

608 WEST ALLEGAN STREET » P.O. BOX 30008 « LANSING, MICHIGAN 48309
www.michigan.gov/mde e (517) 373-3324
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